Koshi Camp
Detailed 7-Day Sample Itinerary
Day 1
Take an early morning 40-minute flight from
Kathmandu to Biratnagar, choosing a seat on the
left-hand side of the aircraft if possible in order to
enjoy the magnificent views of the snowbound
Himalaya (if the weather is clear) and the
magnificent sight of Mounts Everest, Lohtse,
Makalu, Kanchenjunga and other 8,000-metre
Himalayan giants. Biratnagar is situated on the
Gangetic floodplains of south-eastern Nepal and
from the sprawling town it is a drive of one-and-ahalf hours to Koshi Camp and Koshi Tappu
Wildlife Reserve. Passing through the flat
agricultural lands and paddyfields of rural lowland
Nepal, and busy little villages, drongos and
Black Bittern
shrikes may be seen on posts and wires, and
mynas and Cattle Egrets in the fields. A detour, taking a couple of extra hours, may be made during
this drive to Koshi Camp should you wish to enjoy the wildfowl and other wetland birds of Chimdhi
Lake on the outskirts of Biratnagar. Enjoy a late lunch on arrival at Koshi Camp, then sample the
rich wetland and woodland birdlife of the Camp grounds after lunch, spending time in our
bird/photography hide. Alternatively, you may wish to take a longer walk into Koshi Tappu Wildlife
Reserve to enjoy such highlights as roosting owls, plus a wealth of minivets, drongos, woodpeckers,
mynas, warblers and other bird species. If not too exhausted, you may even wish to do some
spotlighting in the grounds, looking for owls (most vocal from March to May), Indian Flying Foxes,
Golden Jackals and both Jungle Cat and the endangered Fishing Cat (a speciality of the Koshi
Camp premises, in which the species breeds). A range of other mammals, large and small, may
also be seen from time to time, including both Common Palm Civet and Small Indian Civet.

Day 2
You may wish to take an early morning walk
around the Koshi Camp grounds before
breakfast this morning, perhaps spending time
in our hide, watching the waterbirds on the
lagoons it overlooks, or searching for such
passerine specialities of our grounds as
Orange-headed Thrush, Siberian Rubythroat,
Smoky Warbler and Clamorous Reed Warbler.
This will allow you to take a leisurely breakfast,
outside should you wish, to enjoy further birds
from your breakfast table as they head out for
the day. Alternatively you may choose to take a
packed breakfast, and make an earlier start on
this morning’s activity – an exploration of the
wetlands, woodlands and open country to the
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south of Koshi Camp. An early start will also
give you the best chance of seeing one of the
reserve’s special birds, the Swamp Francolin.
This is the best time of day for them, when they
feed in the clearings and even on the track on
the embankment along which we’ll be walking
and driving this morning in order to see as
many birds and mammals as possible. You
should also find woodpeckers, warblers and
minivets in the Khair (Acacia catechu) and
Sissoo (Dalbergia sissoo) woodlands alongside
the embankment that contains the eastern flank
of the broad and braided Koshi River, while in
Afternoon tea at Koshi Camp
and around the wayside fishponds, ditches,
lagoons and swamps, storks, ibises, egrets,
ducks and waders often abound and a local rarity, the Striated Grassbird may also be seen.
Overhead, birds of prey may be encountered. Perhaps a rare Pied Harrier or some of the region’s
vultures that are hanging on well here following catastrophic decline in recent decades. This
excursion is also culturally rich, an opportunity to enjoy the sights of the local villagers – farmers and
fishermen amongst them – going about their day-to-day lives. Heading back to Koshi Camp, a
leisurely open-air lunch may be enjoyed amongst our ‘garden birds’, then you may choose from
many options – perhaps heading out into one of the local villages for a cultural excursion, visiting
one of the houses and families of a staff member for a flavour of local-living, or even a local school.
Alternatively you may choose to spend more time enjoying the wealth of woodland and waterbirds
and other wildlife in our extensive grounds. Ruddy-breasted Crake and three species of Bittern –
Cinnamon, Yellow and the rare Black Bittern – may often be seen here, while time spent in our hide
is rewarding for photographers and wildlife-watchers alike, especially as dusk draws in and
mammals emerge. Later in the evening, or after dinner, one of our naturalists may help you to look
for one of the Fishing Cats or Jungle Cats that live on the premises. This is the time when Golden
Jackals may also be seen in our grounds.

Day 3
Today we suggest an early start and a packed
breakfast. A 1½-hour jeep ride to the north,
following the eastern embankment through
woodland and along the Koshi River, will bring
you to an area of open and undulating closecropped grazing meadows. Here you may
enjoy a packed breakfast while scanning for
pipits, larks and wagtails. After breakfast you’ll
be able to cross the vast Koshi River by raft
and land on an island of open meadow and
grassland, punctuated with acacia trees and
milkweed bushes. In this unique habitat many
special birds are to be found, amongst them
Indian Coursers, Indian Stone-curlews, Bengal
Blue-throated Barbet
Floricans, Yellow-wattled Lapwings, Baybacked Shrikes and many more pipits, larks and wagtails. Bengal Fox, at least two species of
mongoose, and the rare Black-naped Hare may also be seen. It will be worth enjoying a couple of
hours on foot here, before embarking on a rafting trip (floating really, since there are no rapids!)
down the river on an inflatable rubber raft for about an hour or two to sample the waterfowl

(particularly the large numbers of Ruddy Shelduck), waders and birds of prey. The odd Black-bellied
Tern or gull species may add variety, perhaps even a nice summer-plumaged Pallas’s Gull, or a
Black-necked Stork or Greater Stone-plover, though these are most easily found when postmonsoon conditions open up access for us to more southerly sections of the river. You’ll be back at
Koshi Camp for another late ‘al fresco’ lunch, the choice of afternoon, evening and night-time spotlighting activities being similar to yesterday.

Day 4
Once again you may wish either to take an
early morning walk around the Koshi Camp
grounds before breakfast, followed by a
leisurely breakfast, or you may prefer an early
breakfast. Whatever, we suggest a walk this
morning through the Khair (Acacia catechu)
and Sissoo (Dalbergia sissoo) woodlands
adjacent to and to the north of Koshi Camp.
Here we’ll be looking for roosting owls,
amongst them Brown Fish Owl, Brown Hawk
Owl and both Spotted and Jungle Owlets, all of
which nest here. Ashy Minivet is another
highlight to look for, a species only recently
discovered here and added to the Nepal list.
Red-necked Falcon
Other, more colourful species of minivets occur
here too, plus a wealth of woodpeckers,
barbets, warblers, flycatchers, mynas, starlings, orioles, drongos, cuckoos and hawk-cuckoos. Such
trans-Himalayan migrants as White's and Black-throated Thrushes, which winter here, may also be
seen. This is also an area in which the exquisite Red-necked Falcon breeds, and is often seen. As
ever, lunch in the grounds back at Koshi Camp is likely to be a leisurely affair, with avian
distractions all around us, and the usual range of afternoon and evening options will be available.
Additionally, should any colonies be accessible at the time of your visit, we will try to arrange a visit
to an Indian Flying Fox roost.
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Day 5
This morning, after breakfast (or with a packed
breakfast), we would suggest a half-day
excursion to Rhamdhuni Forest. This nearby
Sal and subtropical forest offers a variety of
classic lowland forest birds that we will not
have seen elsewhere in the area. Species that
we will look for especially include Oriental Pied
Hornbill, Large and Lesser Yellow-naped
Woodpeckers, Himalayan Flameback
Woodpecker, Golden-fronted Leafbird, and
both Chestnut-bellied and Velvet-fronted
Nuthatches. We will also take a look at the river
which meanders through the forest – a place
where such rarities as Black-capped Kingfisher
Greater Flameback Woodpecker
have been seen in the past. Then we will take a
look at the Cattle Retirement Centre – one of several of these Nepalese-initiated conservation
projects aimed at saving Nepal’s endangered vultures. Here, dying cattle are cared for in a
comfortable retirement home, providing a period in which the animals are purged of diclofenac – the
drug that has decimated the subcontinental vulture population through secondary ingestion. On
death, the drug-free carcasses are fed to the local vultures at a forest feeding station to ensure they
remain healthy. After lunch back at Koshi Camp, the afternoon will be free for you to explore and
enjoy the premises and their environs at your leisure.

Day 6
This morning’s half-day excursion, perhaps
after an early morning bird walk in Koshi
Camp’s grounds and an ‘al fresco’ breakfast,
will focus on a visit to enjoy the woodland birds
and butterflies of the southern sector of the
reserve. Then, after lunch, either back at Koshi
Camp or a packed lunch if preferred, it will be
time to make a visit to the Koshi Barrage. It is
here that you have your best chance of seeing
the Ganges River Dolphins that regularly fish
together beneath the sluice gates of the
barrage. The kilometre-long barrage was built
by the government of India between 1958 and
1964 to control and prevent flooding in the
Water Buffalo
plains of northern India to the south, as the
monsoon-generated water from the high Himalaya rushed down and across Nepal’s Sapta-Koshi
river plain each summer. The vast expanse of open water created by the construction of the barrage
– and the marshes, lagoons, sandbanks, mudflats and arable land around it – created one of the
finest wetland birdwatching sites in Asia. Today, the region of the barrage is less so, as the silting
up of the wetlands and population growth has seen bird numbers fall. However, a good selection of
ducks and other waterbirds may still be seen here, including, possibly, Bar-headed Goose, Cotton
Pygmy Goose, Lesser Whistling Duck, Grey-headed Lapwing and both Bronze-winged and
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas. We’ll head back slowly to Koshi Camp as the evening draws in – a great
chance to look for such other mammals of the reserve as Hog Deer, Nilgai, Common Mongoose,
Jungle Cat, Golden Jackal, wild Asian Elephant and Wild Boar. You will also have a good chance of

encountering the wild Water Buffalo of Koshi Tappu, the only place in Nepal, and one of the last
places on Earth, where this species may be seen – the protection of this species being the original
reason for the establishment of Koshi Tappu Widlife Reserve.

Day 7
This morning presents an opportunity for a
lengthy pre-breakfast excursion (or perhaps
you would prefer to take a packed breakfast
with you). Your goal will be to see, or at least
hear, the Rufous-vented Prinias that live in the
grasslands on some of the islands of the Koshi
River. This species, with a very disjunctive
range, was only discovered in Nepal (by our
very own naturalists on these very islands near
Koshi Camp) quite recently, and is a speciality
keen birders will wish to see. Many other
grassland birds may also be encountered on
this foray, amongst them Graceful, Plain and
Yellow-bellied Prinias, Siberian and WhiteJungle Cats
tailed Stonechats, Bluethroat, Striated Babbler,
both Zitting and Bright-headed Cisticolas, and perhaps even an elusive Pied or Pallid Harrier. Hog
Deer, and perhaps even a Nilgai (the largest of the subcontinent’s antelope species) are also likely
to be seen in the grasslands, while there is always the chance of encountering a Smooth-coated
Otter on the river, or even a Marsh Mugger Crocodile. We’ll head back to Koshi Camp for lunch in
the grounds, leaving the afternoon free for you to do your own thing … prior, perhaps, to a final
evening’s quest for our Camp Cats – Jungle and Fishing.

Day 8
Whether there is time for a final birding or
wildlife walk this morning will depend on your
timings. If you are flying back to Kathmandu,
you will first need to take the one-and-a-halfhour drive back to Biratnagar airport for your
flight. Heading west, this flight offers a second
chance to enjoy the spectacular views of the
Himalaya (provided you can secure a seat on
the righthand side of the aircraft and the
weather is clear!). Once again the highlight will
be the distant views of the world's highest
peak, Mount Everest. If you are heading on to
another destination in lowland Nepal or India,
you will no doubt be travelling by coach or car.

Views from the Himalaya from the plane

NB. The ornithological attractions of Koshi are year-round. During October and November
and again from February to mid-May the area is a prime site for trans-Himalayan migrants,
and in the winter months wildfowl, warblers, birds of prey and more spend the winter in the
reserve. By mid-April and in May, whilst it is very hot in Nepal’s lowlands, a wide range of
interesting summer monsoon visitors can be seen, amongst them such sought-after species

as Watercock, Yellow Bittern, Spot-billed Pelican, Greater Adjutant Stork, Jerdon’s Bushchat,
Indian and Hooded Pittas, a variety of cuckoo species plus a good variety of rare and
occasional migrants.

